Dynamics of Politics, Peace and Conflict in Africa

Description
1. Pakistan might have significantly contributed to the decolonisation process in

Africa, it might have hosted many African students in its religious and secular
institutions, as an important Troop Contributing Country (TCN) to UN peacekeeping
operations, its peacekeepers have largely been deployed to Africa, even with all these,
developing a coherent and concerted policy towards Africa is largely missing. Sadly and
academically, of all the tertiary institutions in Pakistan, the teaching of Africa related
subjects is visibly insignificant, let alone an integrated teaching of dynamic of politics in
contemporary Africa or peace and conflict studies through the lens of Africa. The
continent is either academically neglected or less important for policymakers. This
perhaps explains why Pakistani scholarship with regard to the African continent is much
smaller. Most recently, the current (PTI) government has decided to have a rethink on
Pakistan’s foreign policy towards Africa, an initiative that has gained the traction of few
think tanks, who equally see the need of Africa-ward policy. To this end, there is a
cogent need to have research course meant not just to teach Africa related subject, but

to use such research in guiding foreign policy formulation towards Africa.

Educational Objectives

2. To introduce the students to the continent which is little known, and create a
scholarly platform where students can juxtapose the unfolding socio-political realities in

their country with that of African states.

3. To expose students to the process of de-colonisation of knowledge construction

and how conflicts in Africa should de-colonised, constructed, and situated.

4. To familiarize and train students with the ability to theorise and conceptualise the

complex and multidimensional conflicts in the Africa through an African context.

5. To train students on non-Western traditional peace and conflict resolution
mechanism
6. To groom future researchers and policymakers, whose knowledge and skill in the

dynamic of African continent will instrumentally help contribute and shape the discourse

of peace and conflict resolution and aid foreign policy making.



Input Obtained from Industry/Corporate Sector/Subject Specialists/Academia

7. The course content is prepared and based on the outcome extensive reading
and research. More importantly, the course is also the outcome of discussions with

African diplomats in Pakistan and a roundtable session on Pakistan’s Look Africa policy.

Course Contents

7. Give details of the course, on the following lines:

a. Course Code: pcs-827

b Title: Islamic Peace and Conflict Resolution

C. Credit Hours: 3hrs

d Objectives. To
(1) Expose students to the process of de-colonisation of knowledge
construction and how conflicts in Africa should de-colonised, constructed,
and situated.
(2) Familiarize and train students with the ability to theorise and
conceptualise the complex and multidimensional conflicts in the Africa
through an African context.
(3) Train students on non-Western traditional peace and conflict resolution
mechanism.
(4) Groom future researchers and policymakers, whose knowledge and
skill in the dynamic of African continent will instrumentally help contribute
and shape the discourse of peace and conflict resolution and aid foreign

policy making.

e. Outcomes. The students of this course should be able to:

(1) Develop rich knowledge on the continent of Africa.

(2) Write both research and policy papers on the dynamic of African
continent with regard to the discourse of peace and conflict resolution
and foreign policy making.

(3) Convene scholarly gatherings that sensitise the public and academic
community on the importance of Africa studies and peace and conflict

resolution in the context of Africa.

f. Contents with suggested contact hours: This will be a 3 credit hours
course. Following topics will be covered in this module and. The content of the

course will be spread along the following topics and issues:



(1) Political Dynamics in Contemporary Africa

(2) Contemporary Conflict in Africa

(3) Religion and Conflict in Contemporary Africa

(4) Colonial Legacy and Conflict in Africa

(5) Resources, leadership, Big-State and Big-Corporation and Conflict in
Africa

(6) Peacekeeping in Africa

(7) Conflict Resolution in Contemporary Africa

(8) Traditional Methods of Peace and Reconciliation in Africa

Details of lab work, workshops practice (if applicable).

The course requires no lab works, but will involve workshops and

seminars, and few experts on contemporary Africa and conflict related

issues will be invited to sensitise the students.
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